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Background
uring the Bogota Fair last Fall both Czechoslovekis and East

wrnany, through thelr elaborate exninits, waie a strong bid- “for

Cexpanded commercial relations with Cclombiam, At that tk.ime the local
ol weinlan press carried numerous reports of Cuzech offers to purchase
A uamimvs of Colombian products (specifically coffee) and in
tetir: to sell heavy industrial equipment including comiplete indus-
?n,aL InstaJJ.&i Lous to Colombia. Tne acat prominent of these was Au
tter to coustruct a Jarge factor) to manufacture the 3koda line of
natouobiles, tractors and trucks. Tue equipment and technlcal
meni-tance tor this factory were t.. o= supplied by the Czechs on
r-+iit terms. Thia offer apparernily 1iid pot materialize.

1r Japuary 1957, the semiofficlal Coleomblan Coffee Federation aud
a Crech tradth firm signed a one-ysac trade syreement ipvolving the
<% hargre of Colomblan coifee for Czech agricultural and industrial
=g Lpment Of mwpe«.ified value. It lh ertimated that the va.Lue 01' thp
SOt Yes to be nxvha.n% Will be about 32 millioun. TR

ite -ulremen te

Aoy iofornmtion on the following questions would be ot particular

1. D recent Czech offers of industrial festallations represent
serinus offers or are they simply propegands gestures?

2o Are any Czech offers of iundustrial installations being
considered by Colombia? Which ones? What 15 the status of
the Skoda fac’wry offer?

J¢ Have long-term credits been sffered 1n connectiva with Czech
offers? What t.erms?

4. Are Crech goods well received in Colrmhial?l Are Czech prices
competitive? Hight Imu

% Are the Cgechs interested in increasing their purchases of
Colomb:mn Hcoffee‘i At vhat prices?
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